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Nov. 6: Alvaro Lopez, coordinator of Mexico's Permanent Agrarian Congress (CAP), said the 12
organizations affiliated with the CAP agree that basic grains should be excluded from NAFTA
negotiations. The Independent Center of Agrarian Workers and Campesinos (CIOAC) prepared a
list of 22 agricultural products for exclusion, while the National Union of Agrarian Workers (UNTA)
has argued the same case for corn, sorghum, soybeans, wheat, beans, rice and coffee. Leaders from
several campesino organizations also criticized the government for shrouding the negotiations in
secrecy, and demanded more information from participants. Nov. 9: According to the Washington
Post, the Bush administration is considering a postponement of the trade agreement until after the
US presidential elections in November 1992. The delay would be a response to fears that Republican
electoral campaigns could suffer from accusations that the administration's trade policy has led to
increased unemployment in the US. The Post article mentioned the recent gubernatorial election in
Pennsylvania, where Democrat Harris Wofford upset former attorney general Republican Richard
Thornburgh thanks to a populist campaign which included the charge that the Bush administration
is guilty of "exporting jobs to Mexico." Nov. 12: Minnesota state governor Arnie Carlson arrived in
Mexico City leading a six-member delegation to meet with President Carlos Salinas de Gortari and
Trade Minister Jaimie Serra Puche in order to push for state governments' role as key players in
US-Mexico trade relations. Delegation members said the state's trade with Canada totals about US
$1.6 billion per year, compared to about US$162 million with Mexico. Nov. 13: According to Jaime
Zabludovsky, head of the Mexican negotiating team in the trade talks, trilateral discussions on tariffs
and rules of origin two of the most important aspects of the treaty could be concluded as early as
mid-December. Zabludovsky said that to date, negotiations have been completed on 68 of a total
99 items related to rules of origin. (Sources: Agence France-Presse, Washington Post, 11/09/91; La
Jornada, 11/06/91, 11/14/91; Minneapolis Tribune (Minnesota), 11/14/91)
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